“Micro Enterprise”
A Customized Employment Option for Those with Disabilities

Presenter: Taylor Cross

Intended Audience: All Audiences

Session Description

Taylor Cross, a young adult with autism is the first participant in a pilot program in the state of
California based on “Micro Enterprise” which is a plan for transitioning individuals with
disabilities, thereby empowering them to co-create customized employment options. He’s
worked hard at building a career of his choice, living semi-independently, with supports, with a
goal of being able to go out on his own. Taylor uses his talents and values to create a
prosperous and fulfilling life and is supported by family and friends who love him, and whom
he loves.

Through this process he has developed a business plan which includes a professional speaking
tour “without mom”. As a young philosopher with challenging and naive executive and
processing skills, Taylor excels! As part of the business plan, Taylor works with a business
coach who supports him in his obligations as a paid, professional speaker.

During presentations, Taylor talks to his audience about his first project in which he co-created a
documentary ‘“Normal People Scare Me” with Joey Travolta and Keri Bowers. Taylor relates his
experience creating the film to the audience and asks them to relate his experience to their own
situations.

Topics discussed will be Taylors experience with his semi supported living situation such as
space cleanliness, chores, writing checks, and taking medications. Taylor has found this
experience to be an amazing opportunity to grow and discover who he really is, away from his
known home environment. Audiences will kills live on stage. Taylor will actually market his
pitches and “social and life skill development onstage which will allow Taylor to have successes
and make mistakes in full view of audiences, and they will see life and social skills “unravel” on
stage, thereby learning his process first hand. This bright young man’s presentations are very
unique, educational, and always entertaining!”



